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60 On hearing it, many of His disciples said, “This is a hard teaching.  Who can accept it?”  
61Aware that His disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend 

you?  62Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where He was before!  63The Spirit gives 

life; the flesh counts for nothing.  The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit 

and life.  64Yet there are some of you who do not believe.”  For Jesus had known from the 

beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray Him.  65He went on to say, “This 

is why I told you that no one can come to Me unless the Father has enabled them.”  
66From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him. 
67“You do not want to leave too, do you?”  Jesus asked the Twelve. 
68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal 

life.  69We have come to believe and to know that You are the Holy One of God.”  

 

We live in an era that is obsessed with being politically correct don’t we?  It’s interesting 

because the term “politically correct” wasn’t originally intended to be a compliment.  It was supposed 

be pejorative, it was a criticism of people who spent so much energy on not offending anyone that they 

never actually stood up for anything.   

I have a book in my library called Table Talk.  It’s a collection of conversations that people had 

with Dr. Luther.  Companions and friends of Luther knew that he was a wise man and so they wrote 

down what he said even if it was in casual settings.  Can you imagine the terror that would go through a 

presidential candidate’s mind if he heard that a record of everything he’d been saying at the dinner table 

was being released to the public?  Those guys may try to be politically correct in public, but at home 

over dinner… well that might not be so much the case. 

For Luther, it wasn’t a problem.  He wasn’t trying to be politically correct in public or in 

private.  In fact, most of what Luther wrote or said was offensive to someone.  And not just because he 

was opposing them either.  Luther was often rather blunt.  And I would hesitate to repeat some of his 

vocabulary from the pulpit. 

Luther was harsh because that was what the people of his day needed.  His message was 

offensive, because it wasn’t what they believed.  He had a choice; he could be politically correct, or 

scripturally correct, but he couldn’t be both.  And that’s because Scripture is not always politically 

correct.   

For a lot of people, like these Jews in Capernaum, the teachings of the Bible are offensive.  Let 

me ask you a question, what do you think is the most offensive teaching in the Bible?  Is it a six day 

Creation?  Could it be God’s definition of marriage or His condemnation of homosexuality?  Maybe it’s 

the roles of men and women in the church.  A lot of people take offense at the doctrine of the 

Sacraments.  But what do you think is the most offensive teaching in all of Scripture.  Let me just back 

up a few pages from this morning’s Gospel lesson.  John 3:16 God so loved the world that He gave 

His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

It seems crazy doesn’t it?  But that’s really it.  The most offensive teaching in the whole Bible 

and it’s the one teaching that the whole Bible is focused on.  Faith in Jesus is necessary for salvation.  If 

you think back over the past few weeks, that really sums up what Jesus has been telling the people in 



this whole bread of life discourse.  I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to Me will never go 

hungry, and whoever believes in Me will never be thirsty (Jn 6:35).  The one who believes has 

eternal life (Jn 6:47).  I am the living bread that came down from heaven (Jn 6:51).  Unless you 

eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you (Jn 6:53). 

Jesus was telling the people gathered before Him that in order to be saved from the punishment 

of death that their sin had earned them, in order to have eternal life that had to believe in Him.  That 

brings us up to speed for our lesson today.  On hearing it, many of His disciples said, “This is a hard 

teaching.  Who can accept it?”  It’s a little surprising to see that word “disciples” here.  Over the last 

four weeks, you probably didn’t get the impression that this crowd that Jesus was talking to was a crowd 

of His disciples. 

But that’s who they were.  These were people that were following Jesus.  They had heard His 

message and seen His miracles and if you remember from four weeks back after the feeding of the five 

thousand John tells us the people started saying Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the 

world (Jn 6:14).  But their faith in Jesus was poorly founded.  They were looking for the Messiah but 

for all the wrong reasons.  They wanted someone who could drive out the Romans, who could establish 

a kingdom in this world, and provide for his people.  But that wasn’t Jesus.  Jesus was the Messiah but 

His kingdom was not of this world.  Jesus had come to bring them salvation from their sins. 

That was the real problem.  The Jews didn’t think they needed a Savior from their sins.  They 

had the Law of Moses and as far as they were concerned, they were doing pretty good by it.  Now Jesus 

was telling them that all their pious living was for nothing if they did not believe in Him and believe 

that He was who He claimed to be.  To them, that was offensive. 

It’s not really all that different from the situation Luther found himself in 1500 years later.  The 

Roman Catholic Church called itself the Holy Christian Church on earth.  They claimed to be 

Christians, disciples of Jesus.  But they were not willing to believe that salvation comes through Jesus 

alone.  Like the Jews they had set up their own set of rules and customs and by following those rather 

than believing in Jesus that they thought they could secure their salvation.  Here’s the official teaching 

of the Catholic Church: If anyone says that justifying faith is nothing else than confidence in divine 

mercy, which forgives sins for Christ’s sake… let him be eternally damned (Council of Trent, 1545). 

What about today?  Have things changed?  If we look at the Christian church today, it’s pretty 

clear that if anything, things have only getten worse.  That teaching I just read from the Catholic Church 

is still their official teaching.  And in the five hundred years since the Reformation even most of the 

Protestant churches have taken offense at certain parts of Scripture.  There are many churches today that 

claim to be Christian who, in an attempt not to cause offense to anyone, have compromised Scripture to 

the point that the salvation of those who believe what they teach is subject to question.  So many people, 

so many Christians even, take offense at Jesus. 

So what about that question Jesus is asking His disciples?  Jesus alone is the source of our 

salvation.  Does this offend you?  Jesus took it one step further.  What if you see the Son of Man 

ascend to where He was before!  He’s hinting at what was going to happen.  You would think that 

after it was all said and done, after Jesus had been crucified, had died, had risen from death, and had 

ascended into heaven, no one would be able to take offense at what He was saying.  But they still did, 

didn’t they?   

We’ve seen those events as well.  God passed them down to us in His holy Word.  You’ve seen 

it, you’ve heard it, and you’ve been taught that Jesus is your Savior.  So now Jesus is asking you, Does 

that offend you, or do you want to leave me too?  We want to answer right along with Peter, boldly 

proclaiming that Jesus is the only way.  This isn’t the only time Peter was ever quick to answer.  A year 

after our lesson today, Jesus said basically the same thing to Peter: “You are going to leave me.  All of 

you this night are going to fall away on account of me.”  “Lord,” Peter said, “I will never forsake you.  

Even if I have to die with you I will never disown you.” 



We stand here in church boldly making our confession.  But over the course of the next week, 

what’s going to happen?  Will we stand by what we’ve said, like Peter in our lesson today?  Or will we 

go, like Peter on the night Jesus was arrested, and do exactly what we promised not to?  I have shown 

again and again, by the way I have lived my life, that Jesus is offensive to me.  I have left Jesus, denied 

Him, and forsaken Him way more than three times.  I have done things that in no way reflect the faith 

that I profess.  I am a hypocrite.  Like Paul said in his letter to the Romans: What I do is not the good I 

want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing (Ro 7:19). 

God tells me to love my neighbor unconditionally and I don’t do it.  God tells me that 

everything I have is His and that I should give back generously, but I don’t always do that either.  God 

wants me to live like Christ, and I have failed miserably.  And I’m not just talking about myself, am I?  

That’s all true of each and every one of us here.  Have we failed in this life?  You better believe it.  

Have we boldly promised to follow Jesus again and again only to turn again and again back to the same 

old sins?  Yes, we have.  Is there any, possible chance that we can get into heaven on our own, on the 

merit of what we’ve done?  No.  So what are we going to do?  Where can we turn for hope? 

Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  When all else seems lost 

that’s when we turn to Jesus, the bread of life.  Jesus came into this world so that He could give His life 

for hypocritical sinners like you and me.  God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.  Thank God for Jesus and thank 

God for sending His Holy Spirit to us through the Word so that we can boldly confess with Peter: that 

we have come to believe and to know that [Jesus is] the Holy One of God. 
As we eat the bread of life and continue growing in our faith, we find that the message of Jesus 

is not offensive but beautiful and that even though some of His teachings are tough to chew and hard to 

swallow they’re good and true and they’re for our benefit.  So when someone takes offense at 

something in Scripture and they ask us if we actually believe it, our answer won’t be far off from 

Peter’s.  “Yes, I do believe it because that is what God tells me in His Word.  And if I don’t believe 

what the Bible says then what am I going to believe?  If I don’t follow Jesus then who would I follow?  

After all, Jesus is the bread of life.  His words are eternal life.  He is the source of my salvation.”  That’s 

a response that we are only able to make through faith.  Because, like Peter, we have come to believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Holy One of God.   

God has not only given us the bread of life, He’s given us the faith we need to consume it.  So 

when we find ourselves in those situations when we’re tempted to go back on our confession of faith in 

Jesus and gratify our flesh rather than serve our Savior we pray, “Lord, to whom shall we turn, You 

have the words of everlasting life.  Give us strength to live for you, as Your Son lived and died for us.  

Feed us, not with the desires of our sinful flesh, but with the flesh of your Son, Jesus Christ, the Bread 

of Life.”   

Amen. 


